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It is hard to determine how far back the art of

i MW“»”@ .
tattooing goes,.gf-human flesh is almost never preserved in

7
the archaﬁ;ogical record. But rare finds of human corpses
havt £ @
with the skin intact fabled us to glimpse early
V‘”

examples of the tattooists Vart. The—remarkable—V“Fceman’

& n Septembec AD 1]

foundAmeltlng out of the Similaun glac1er)/in Italy, #rr
the mebl@ Len/m

September—tQQT—Adhav1ng died there some 5,300ﬂ/years ago,

o0

was marked with the oldest tatton¢s ever seen. Consisting

of three sets of lines on his back, another group on the

right ankl§9and a cross on the left knee, the powdered

ib
charcoal used to create the blue markings was proﬁ;y

applied with small needles.cj
From Egypt and Sudaq%there are occasional finds of

female mummies with facial tattoos going back some four

thousand years. It seems like thesq\had some erotic

significancglbsiaee the mummies are thought to be those of

concubines, and some centuries 1atep\dancers and mus:.c:.angD

their @ ®
would sport tattoos of E%e;e patron god, Bes, on their

thighs. The tattoos found on the mummies were dark blue

and were applie% archaeologists believeﬁ‘ by pricking dye




and

; Nz . .
into the skin with a dev5?é made of fish bonesjdset into a

wooden handle.

AD
In 194& the most remarkable example of ancient

tattooing yet found was discovered in the Pazyryk burial
neas e

mounqA?P-the bo*rders of the USSR, China, and Mongolia. A

man aged about sixty, probably the chief of the nomadic

. B¢
tribe, had been buried around 400-3267 in a felt-lined

wooden chamber under the mound. Then came the grave
they left an exit holt, causing et to Flow M and
robberdb Kénsacklng the tomb, kee—é&ewed—rn—thfeugh—thetf

exit—hole—ox fill the chamberg(thereby miraculously
preserving its contents. The surviving skin of the chief

a c?omkéy, & Mot ar) & 4 550, dnd rraltiple mopsiecs, bicds, and dee
was covered with elaborate tattoos, lncludlngAﬂwwﬁaﬁnﬁy—ir

deﬁ-key,——a——meu-ﬂ-ta—ia—%éccl, ‘k‘)‘]’..‘..":’:‘l‘.), o gva"f, anmct—a—ft1sh

The Pazyryk find dramaticatiy confirms the statements
wﬁqm Wl’!O m r(/w
ofAClassical wrlters that various Eérbarlan peoples to the
north and east of Greece regarded tattoos as a symbol of

; =
nobility. According to Herodotusj%who& wrote in the
lifetime of the Pazyryk chleftal?ﬁ the Thrzylans of the
Balkans “consider tattooing,_a mark of high blrth}/%he lack
: , «

of it a mark of low birth. Another classical sq;cé:j
indicates that the Thracians learned the art from the

widely traveled Scythians, a nomadic tribe from Russia/ who

may well have had cultural ties with the builders of the
A



Pazyryk tombs.

In ancient times, the art of tattooing flourished

7

worldwide. It has deep roots in the Far East (and is still
highly regarded in Japan), but little is known of its

: &xuft . :
earliest days there, aceept that tattooing was carried out

A
as a punishment on criminals during the Han ;Qnasty of
, BL N AD @ AD

China (202 B;GT"AXBf 220). By AXBT 297, however,
decorative tattooing had be%g% in Japan, when Chinese court

thex
records note that Japanese men and boys tattooed %hefe-

And tatteni
bodies. ﬁhdglng by f%s representatlon on terra-cotta
S = BC 7
figurines, Mayan chiefs in first- mlllennlumAB—X“ Cen ral
Americajl were frequently tattooed. They, t%, saw tattooing
a
as £he- mark of high status.
A
cormon 2
According to Roman wrlterg\tatt001ng was xife in
A
Britain. Julius Caegg noted during his expeditiogggahat

“all the Britons dye their bodies with woad [an herb],

which produces a blue color and givé%them a wild appearance

centry = AD
in battle,” while the third- eeﬁmtry A~Bj4author Herodian
A

described the tattoos as “pictures of all kinds of

animals .
C:___/;) Romen quﬁt& AD 4
Following the conquest of Britain 1n~AXB~ 4%1 Roman

legionnaires %eek—%e—tatt001ng}/ and spread the custom

throughout the empire. The art flourished until the reign



empies A N 337
of Constantine, the,first Christian emperor (A=b= 306—%?&).
A

Early Christians marked their faces and arms with the sign
of the cross, but tattooing later came to be seen as a
pagan practice; Constantine banned facial tattoos on the
grounds that they disfigured “that fashioned in God’s

Futhey  AD @
image.fﬂ}h A-D- 787 the Church Council held at Calcuthz%in
-
N M
northern England orbade all tattoo qjaaéJit then became
Tat&roing

rare. F&,did not die out completely, however, even among
&
royalty. After Wil% the Conqueror’s momentous victory at

3 AD
CheRbatElclNo £ Hastié% inAlO66, thebedy—of the fallen

Em L/ T A sbedys
Eagﬁggd-king Harold,was identified by +ts tattoos,
()

o AL A
which ynchidid J 3? J
4ineluding the name of his mistress (Edith *swan-neck”) over
= (9
the heart. )
oxetfPlOns
Despite such notable-aeeep%éeﬂgathe great revival of

taﬂ}DO}ﬂg— Ab@é’:’/ n @
+he—art in the West only-fea&%ywegme~abcut”during the
’ . @
eighteenth century}ras a result of encounteéingy/
with
Amasterpieces of tattooing in the Far East and the Pacificy

(B D

where tattooing had never fallen out of favor:



Notes to the author

“Tattooing” - Yiu-On Li - Iy WRIT 151A - Feb. 27, 2023

General

Chicago style mandates one space after periods, commas, and semicolons
(see Chicago Manual of Style sections 2.9, 6.7, and 6.62). Consider updating.

The essay moves the reader forward through time with each example; you
might consider clarifying this progression with more transition words.

For internal consistency, consider adding life spans for all historical figures.
For verifiability, consider including citations for all facts and quotes.

| have performed basic fact-checking for this essay, but | am no expert on
tattooing. Please double-check all dates, names, facts, and other such details
before publishing.

Specific

1.

3.

“Because” serves as a stronger subordinating conjunction than “as”: the latter
implies time, whereas the former implies only logical connection.

Consider clarifying “us” to mean archaeologists, historians, scientists, readers,
other groups of people, or some combination of these.

This sentence seems to contain a dangling modifier: the clause beginning with
“consisting of” and ending with “left knee” modifies “the powdered charcoal,”
which implies that the tattoos of the Iceman comprise the powdered charcoal.
Consider replacing the clause beginning with “the powdered charcoal” with
something like “the blue markings were created using powdered charcoal and
were probably applied with small needles.”

Readers may find it helpful to get a clearer sense of the time. Consider
specifying “some centuries later.”



5. Readers may not know which dancers and musicians are being referred to
here. Consider clarifying their origin, their nationality, and their employer.

6. Readers may find the referent for “their” unclear. Consider specifying whether
you mean that Bes is the patron god of the mummies, of the concubines, or of
the dancers and musicians.

7. As written, Bes is the only patron god of this group of people. If the group had
more than one patron god, please delete the two commas around “Bes.”

8. The word “remarkable” here perhaps conflicts with “the remarkable Iceman”
earlier in this essay: readers may be confused as to which example is more
remarkable. Consider deleting one of the instances of the word or replacing
the first instance with a slightly less intense superlative.

9. Consider spelling out: “Soviet Union” or “Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.”

10.After doing some research, | found that while some sources say that the
Pazyryk chief was identified as sixty years old, others pin the age as closer to
fifty. If multiple equally authoritative sources give different numbers, please
make extra sure that the number you use is from a source that you trust.

11.If the Pazyryk burial mound contains the remains of just one tribe, consider
making this distinction somewhere in this or an earlier sentence. If the burial
mound hosts more than one tribe, consider replacing “the” with “a.”

12.For the sake of temporal continuity, readers may find it helpful to know the
approximate year when the grave robbers ransacked the tomb.

13.1 have suggested this structure for the list to ensure parallelism for singular
and plural items. If you wish to preserve the original list order while ensuring
parallelism, consider specifying a quantity before each item.

14.1f the clause beginning with “various Barbarian peoples” is a quote, please
encase it within quotation marks and attribute it to someone. If the clause is
not a quote, please lowercase “Barbarian”; and, instead of “barbarian,”
consider naming the specific peoples to the north and east of Greece.

15.Without reading further, readers may find the relationship between the
barbarians, the Pazyryk people, and the Thracians to be unclear. Consider
adding a sentence or two that links these different peoples together.



16.The presence of the comma in this quote appears to be unwarranted.
However, | do not know whether the comma is present in the original quote.
To sidestep this issue, | have separated this quote into two quotes and added
the coordinating conjunction “and” between them. If you prefer keeping these
excerpts as one quote, and the comma is indeed present in the original
source, please add “[sic]” after the comma.

17.For verifiability, and for consistency with this paragraph and with the essay,
consider specifying who “another classical source” is.

18.1t seems that all examples in this essay so far have been from ancient times,
so the adverbial phrase that starts this sentence readers may find redundant.
Instead, consider specifying the time range that this paragraph deals with.

19.After doing some research, | found that other sources say that tattoos are
very taboo in Japan today, and that they have only slowly become more
acceptable in society. Consider double-checking this statement.

20.After doing some research, | found that a few other sources say that the Han
dynasty was in power 206 BC-AD 9, then AD 25-220. Consider double-
checking the years.

21.After doing some research, | found that a few other sources say that records
of Japanese tattooing can be traced to 5000 BC. Consider verifying the year.

22.Readers may find the word “rife” to be a somewhat abrupt shift from a formal
tone to a casual tone. The word also has a slightly negative connotation. As
such, | have suggested the more formal and more neutral word “common.”

23.For the sake of temporal continuity, readers may find it helpful to know the
approximate year when Julius Caesar embarked on his expeditions.
Additionally, “conquests” or “military campaigns” may more accurately
describe Caesar’s activities.

24.Caesar’s quote seems to be missing an “s” in “give.” If this omission is present
in the original quote, please add [sic] after “give.” Otherwise, please insert an
“g

25.Readers may find the phrase “took to” to be a somewhat abrupt shift from a
formal tone to a casual tone. As such, | have suggested the more formal word
“adopted.”



26.After doing some research, | found that other sources name this gathering as
the “Second Council of Nicaea” or the “Seventh Ecumenical Council.” Consider
verifying the name.

27.After doing some research, | could not find a location named “Calcuth,” either
in the past or in the present. Additionally, other sources seem to say that the
council met in Nicaea (present-day iznik, Bursa, Turkey), which would be in
southeastern Europe. Consider verifying the location.

28.After doing some research, | found that sources disagree with the history of
the council’s ruling on tattoos: some say that there was a ban, while others
say that no such ban was decreed. Consider verifying the authenticity of this
prohibition.

29.Readers may find it unclear what was momentous about William the
Conqueror’s victory. Consider specifying; or, if the details of the victory are
irrelevant to the subject of tattooing, consider deleting the word.

30.Readers may find the phrase “really came about” to be a somewhat abrupt
shift from a formal tone to a casual tone. As such, | have suggested the more
formal word “began.”

31.Readers may be confused as to who did the encountering. Consider
specifying.

32.Readers may be confused by where in the Pacific the essay means. For
example, both the Far East and the Americas border the Pacific. Consider
specifying the locations.

33.After doing some research, | found that some sources contradict the idea that
tattooing had never fallen out of favor in the Far East (see note 19). You also
mention earlier that the Han dynasty used tattoos to punish prisoners. While
one might consider “favor” as a synonym for the more neutral “interest,”
readers may instead see “favor” to have a positive connotation, and they may
therefore find this clause somewhat confusing. Consider revising this clause
for more neutrality or deleting it altogether.

34.Consider adding to the conclusion such that it includes not only the West, the
Far East, and the Pacific but also geographical locations and eras mentioned
earlier in the essay.



