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General 

 Consider using fewer clichés and more formal language in your piece. 
Readers may find such an approach more suitable for the rather grim subject 
matter. I have provided some alternative wordings in my marks. 

 Consider shortening some phrases so that readers can reach the end of 
sentences faster, which may encourage them to keep reading. For example, 
“in the space of” can be shortened to “within,” “sufficient enough” can be 
shortened to “enough,” and “was of the opinion” can be shortened to 
“believed.” I have provided some alternative wordings in my marks. 

 I have performed basic fact-checking for this essay, but I am no expert on 
syphilis. Please double-check all dates, names, facts, and other such details 
before publishing. 

Specific 

0. Readers may find it overly casual to refer to syphilis as a “problem.” So here, 
as in other places in the piece, I have suggested an alternative, more formal 
wording. 

1. In this sentence, I have suggested several more neutral wordings that contain 
fewer clichés. While the occasional casual wording and cliché can entertain, 
clarify, and spotlight, readers may find such turns of phrase to be disorienting 
and insensitive in a serious context, such as in a discussion of disease and 
death. I have given similar alternatives for other sentences in this piece. 

2. I have suggested a removal of “grand slam homerun of,” because readers 
may find it disorienting to see a worsening epidemic compared to a 
magnificent tennis-baseball-combination game. 



3. Consider spelling “John Zenilman” as the full name: “Jonathan Zenilman.” 

4. I have suggested a removal of the bracketed text “medical personal,” because 
readers will likely already know that clinicians work in the medical field. It is 
true that readers will likely not understand the distinction between a clinician 
and a physician without consulting a dictionary, but the distinction here does 
not seem to affect the point of the sentence: the number of medical staff 
dropped. 

5. Consider truncating the quote past “There also was a similar drop.” The 
earlier examples of decreasing staff, which provide concrete numbers, are 
perhaps stronger. And while bureaucracy is an interesting topic to touch on, it 
is not revisited later in the piece; the earlier reason of “budgetary problems” 
may be enough for readers to understand the political side of the decision to 
reduce staff. Truncating may also allow readers to better focus on the first 
part of the quote, which, in any case, is what the following paragraph 
summarizes. 

6. If you decide not to truncate in accordance with note 5, consider deleting 
“They would run out of drugs.” Readers may find this mention a bit of a non 
sequitur, as it does not seem to relate to either the decrease in medical staff or 
the ineffectiveness of city government. In addition, readers may connect 
“drugs” to “crack cocaine,” which may not be what you want. 

7. Readers may find the transition from “either side” to “centered” to be a bit of a 
rollercoaster in terms of position. As such, I have suggested replacing 
“centered” with “most pronounced.” 

8. Readers may find “crack” used by itself to be overly casual. So in this 
sentence, as in other sentences in the piece, I have suggested adding 
“cocaine” after “crack.” 

9. Readers may find the transition from “downtown” to “over the top” to be a bit 
of a rollercoaster in terms of position. As such, I have suggested replacing 
“over the top” with “surging through the city.” 


